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What is an Illicit Discharge?

Georgetown County Stormwater Ordinance 

defines an Illicit Discharge as:

ñAny activity which results in a discharge to the 

Georgetown County Storm Water System or 

receiving waters that is not composed entirely of 

storm water, except a discharge pursuant to an 

NPDES permit and other allowable discharges as 

defined in this Ordinance.ò



Sources of Illicit Discharges 

Sanitary Wastewater

Effluent from Septic 

Tanks

Car Wash Wastewater

Improper Oil Disposal 

Radiator Flushing 

Chlorinated swimming 

pool water

Laundry Wastewaters

Spills from roadway 

accidents

Improper disposal of 

auto and household 

toxics

Construction sites

Industrial activities



Examples of an Illicit Discharge



Downstream pollution leads to upstream 

source









Allowable Discharges

-Unless a significant contributor of pollutants

Water line flushing 

Landscape irrigation 

Diverted stream flows

Rising ground water

Uncontaminated ground 
water infiltration

Uncontaminatedpumped 
ground water

Discharges from potable 
water sources

Foundation drains

Air conditioning 
condensation

Irrigation water 

Springs 

Water from crawl space 
pumps



ñUncontaminatedò is the key word!



Some EPA Facts

Untreated discharges 

contribute high levels of 

pollutants, including 

heavy metals, toxics, oil 

and grease, solvents, 

nutrients, viruses, and 

bacteria to receiving 

water bodies. 

Pollutant levels from 

these illicit discharges 

have been shown in EPA 

studies to be high 

enough to significantly 

degrade receiving water 

quality and threaten 

aquatic, wildlife and 

human health. 



Why is this important to all of us?

Stormwater pollution can kill 
plants and animals that live 
in the water

Sediment in water reduces 
light penetration and affects 
photosynthesis

Organic material uses up 
oxygen in the water, causing 
plants and animals to suffocate

Litter clogs waterways, causes 
toxicity as it breaks down and 
affects the health of birds, fish, 
and other animals that live in 
the waterways. 

Local shellfish can 

become contaminated

Loss of habitat for 

marine life

Algae blooms

Decay of algae after 

bloom depletes oxygen 

levels in water

Leads to fish kills



Uses of local waters

Recreation: Swimming, 

Boating, Fishing, 

Food Production

Drinking

Humans 

Animals


